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lire, and every article with which Csesar was provided must have been the best of its kind
The first quarter of the year 58 was consumed in prepaiations Caesar's antagonists in the Senate were still raving against the acts of his consulship, threatening him with impeachment for neglecting Bibulus's interpellations, charging him with impiety for disregarding the weather, and clamoring for the suppression of his command. But Cicero's banishment damped the ardor of these gentlemen, after a few vicious efforts, they subsided into sullennesss, and trusted to Ariovistus or the Helvetn to relieve them, of their detested enemy. Ceesar himself selected his officers Cicero having declined to go as his lieutenant, he had chosen Labienus, who had acted with him when tribune, in the prosecution of Rabiraus, and had proem ed him the pontificate by giving the election to the people Young men of rank in laige numbers had forgotten party feeling, and had attached themselves to the expedition as volunteers to learn military experience His own equipments were of the simplest No common soldiei was more careless of hardships than Csesar His chief luxury was a favorite horse, which would allow no one but Caesar to mount him, a horse which had been bred m his own stables, and, from the peculiarity of a divided hoof, had led the augurs to foretell wonders for the rider of it His arrangements were barely completed when news came in the middle of March that the Helvetn were burning their towns and villages, gatheiing then families into their wagons, and were upon the point of commencing their emigration Their numbers, according to a register which was found afterwards, were 368,000, of whom 92,000 were fighting men.